Rock fragments are those particles 2.0 mm or more in diameter, and includes all particles with horizontal dimensions smaller than the size of a pedon (Soil Survey Staff, 1993a, p. 149) . The estimation of rock fragment surface coverage is important in that this procedure will determine whether a soil map unit will have a rock fragment phase modifier. In tum, this will tell potential soil survey users something about the management limitations of the soil map unit due to the presence of rock fragments on the surface. Among these potential management limitations are limited access by both farm and timber machinery.
In the Piedmont region of North Carolina, large acreages of map units with a prevalence of surficial rock fragments are common. These rock fragments,
